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Accepting New Patients

Stay active for the

moments that matter.
Sl nl Orthopaedic urgent care | Same-day appointments
i ‘ N {f 1};»_’-‘?? Offering expert care for all ages ': t-é.;'
- ":ff‘ﬂév'ft! ‘f 4 Vi
P s AOLE/ WA Y Orthopaedics & Sports Medicine e~
:"i” : ';F 2021 Bridgemill Drive | Indian Land " -
i’ AN 803-416-5410 s
! o . kY, muschealth.org
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E Schedule an

appointment.

%MUSC Health

Medical University of South Carolina
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PUBLISHERS’ NOTE

Recently, my family was reminded
of a lesson that feels especially fitting
for this month: gratitude is often
found in the small things. It is easy
to focus on the big milestones, the
busy schedules and the next thing
on the calendar. But sometimes the
moments that matter most are the
quiet ones — a slow morning, a family

Happy One-Year
Anniversary to
Stroll Firethorne!

Fresh starts, full hearts

Please share your stories and
photos with us by scanning
the QR code here and
tagging us on social media @
strollballantynecountryclub.

Dear Neighbors,

As August arrives and the back-to-school season begins, I
always find myself reflecting on how quickly the summer goes
and how fast our kids seem to grow. This time of year brings
new routines, fresh starts and all the emotions that come with
watching our families step into a new season.

This August also marks a special milestone for Stroll Firethorne
as we celebrate our one-year anniversary. It has been an
incredible first year, and I want to sincerely thank our residents,
contributors and advertising partners for making this magazine
such a success. Your stories, photos, ideas and support have
helped us create something that truly reflects the heart of our
community. We couldn’t do it without you, and I am so grateful
for each of you.

dinner, a child’s excitement over new
school supplies, a walk through the neighborhood or a simple
conversation at the end of the day.

Back-to-school season can feel full and fast, but it also gives
us a chance to pause and appreciate the little pieces of everyday
life that make our community and our families so special. The
friendships, the familiar faces, the teachers who pour into our
children and the neighbors who show up in big and small ways
all remind us that there is so much to be thankful for.

As we head into this new school year, I hope we all find
a few moments to slow down, notice the good around us and
carry a little extra gratitude into the season ahead. Thank you for
allowing us to be a small part of your lives this past year. Here’s
to another year of celebrating the people, places and stories that
make Firethorne such a wonderful place to call home.

Warmly,

7—/5//4/&? ool YortHom W

Publishers, Stroll

Staff and Contributors

{

Nathan Grimm, Publisher
nathan.grimm@n2co.com

Ashley Grimm,
Publisher
ashley.grimm@n2co.com

Delia McMullen,
Content Coordinator
ballantyne@strollmag.com

Julia Riddle,
Ad Coordinator
ballantyneads@n2co.com

Andrea Powell,
Content Assistant
apowellclt@gmail.com

Svetlana Baker,
Photographer
svetlanabaker

photography@gmail.com

Rondasia Lamaria
Contributor and Photographer
Royal Lilac Productions
dasia@royallilac.com
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Delivering Neighborhood Connections

IMPORTANT (S§ strollmag.com
c 0 N TA c T S © 2026 The N2 Company, Inc.

COUNTRY CLUB
PUBLISHERS Ashley and Nathan Grimm 704-727-7715 (call/text) Membership Director
ashley.grimm@n2co.com Andrew Wright
nathan.grimm@n2co.com andrew.wright@invitedclubs.com

AD COORDINATOR Julia Riddle - ballantyneads@n2co.com 704-243-2433 ext 6832 Allison Doane

ADVERTISING SALES ~ Nathan Grimm - nathan.grimm@n2co.com Director Member Experience

Ashley Grimm - ashley.grimm@n2co.com
704-243-2433 Clubhouse
CONTENT COORDINATOR Delia McMullen - ballantyne@strollmag.com
COMMUNITY MANAGEMENT
704-251-2433 Cusick Community Management
CONTENT ASSISTANT Andrea Powell General information requests:
cusick.cincwebaxis.com/cinc/home/
Email: communitysupport@
cusickcompany.com

FCCHOA Board Contact Page:

We're proud to showcase businesses that share our commitment to f|rethornehoa.com/p/Contact-The-Board

fostering local connections. When perusing our pages, keep an eye
out for the “Local Sponsor” icon to identify articles highlighting these @
valuable partners. Please note that businesses profiled may have

provided free products and / or services for the review. EMERGENCY

911 Fire, Ambulance, Police
704-336-8535 Charlotte Police Dept.
704-336-3786 Animal Control
800-222-1222 Poison Control
980-205-1620 Private Security: Allied Universal

. HOSPITALS AND MEDICAL CARE
'E'_"?"}_ld'ﬂ L 704-667-1000 Atrium Health-Pineville

Ny 704-384-6500  Novant Health Matthews
704-381-2000 Levine’s Children’s Hospital

ITALIAN BESPOKE

UTILITIES
704-594-9400 Duke Energy
704-525-3882 Piedmont Natural Gas
704-336-2211 Water and Sewer
800-927-8362 Garbage and Recycling

wipeoutwaste.com
888-757-6500 Telephone/BellSouth

In-Person Measurement Sessions At
Ballantyne Country Club

dress | casual | sneakers | golf

www.BondenoFirenze.com

The Carolina’s #1 Volume
Mercedes-Benz Dealer

“Charlotte’s Premier Mercedes-Benz D

) /:l—\\ Mercedes Benz

DISCLAIMER: This publication is owned by The N2 Compapy (“N2”) apd is not af'fl.llgted with or ;\—j of South Charlotte
sponsored by any club, developer, or homeowners association. The articles and opinions expressed

in this publication are those of the respective authors and do not necessarily reflect the views of
N2. Advertisements appearing in this publication are paid placements and are not endorsed or
recommended by N2. N2 is not responsible for the statements, opinions, or business practices of
any authors, contributors, or advertisers featured herein. Portions of this publication may include
content created with the assistance of artificial intelligence (Al) tools by authors or contributors

and may not be independently verified by N2. A & - AUTOMOTIVE DEALERSHIP

950 North Polk Street | Pineville, North Carolina | 704-889-4444 | mbeharlotte.com
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PREFERRED PARTNERS

This section is here to give our readers easier access when searching for a trusted
partner to use. Get to know the businesses that make this magazine possible. Please
support them in return and thank them if you get the chance!

A/C & HEATING-RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
Hubbard Heating and Cooling
(803) 285-2665

BAGELS
Einstein Bagels
(704) 840-1566

BASKETBALL SKILL DEVELOPMENT
Kingdom Life Skills Academy
(704) 443-1658

CAKES & BAKERY
Sweet and Elegant Delights
(980) 416-9808

CAR DEALERSHIP
Mercedes-Benz of South Charlotte
(704) 835-1511

CLEANING SERVICE
Molly Maid of Charlotte
(704) 774-4942

FAMILY DENTISTRY
Phoenix Dental
(704) 460-4600

HANDYMAN
Handy Andys / Handy MDs Home Repair
(704) 957-4941

HOME RENOVATION
Aldo’s Restoration and Construction
(704) 607-9783

HOSPITAL

Medical University Hospital Authority MUSC Health
(803) 416-5459

6 August2026

INSURANCE
Transamerica Agency Network
(704) 597-0667

INTERIOR DESIGNER
ES Design Studio
(704) 222-3634

KIDS ENTERTAINMENT/PARTIES
Bounce U
(980) 321-7881

LANDSCAPING
Kut Different Landscaping
(803) 230-5318

LEGAL
Morton and Gettys Attorneys At Law
(803) 366-3388

MARKETING
L2L Marketing
(954) 376-4800

MEDSPA
Essential Aesthetics and Laser
(704) 625-6567

NAIL SALON
Ombre Nail Ballantyne
(510) 449-9847

NANNY SERVICES
The 704 Nanny
(704) 650-4844

PEDICURES/SPECIALTY
Butter Baby
(980) 256-1556

PERSONAL TRAINING
D1 Training Indian Land
(803) 599-2798

PETSITTING
Whisker Watchers
(270) 925-2838

PHOTOGRAPHY/VIDEOGRAPHY
Royal Lilac Productions
(860) 969-4488

RUG GALLERY
Pineville Rug Gallery
pinevilleruggallery.com

SECURITY SERVICES
Executive Protection Agents
(980) 333-4372

SHOES
Bondeno Shoes
(212) 960-3008

TILE & STONE
Universal Stone
(704) 202-4477

TREE SERVICES
Joshua Tree Experts
(704) 626-7777

WINE CONSULTANT/IN-HOME WINE TASTING
PRP Wine International
(704) 887-2692

NOT YOUR TYPICAL
MORTGAGE BROKER.

Partner with a mortgage broker who does
things differently—advocating for you,
negotiating aggressively, and uncovering
savings others miss.

@
We educate our borrowers on every

aspect of the mortgage process and
present tailored loan options that meet
their unique financial goals.

@)
Range of rate options, empowering

borrowers to understand and choose the
best option for them to decrease costs.

A Marvin resident and former Firethorne member, backed by 20+ years of experience.
We show you every option available—no kickbacks, no hidden fees, no inflated costs.
Just honest guidance that saves you money.

r &
i & >

NMLS#2673436 — Mortgage Professional
Smart Mortgage NMLS#2689265

Call 980.328.1651

Email rhett@smartmtg.net

Set up a meeting:
calendly.com/rhett-smartmtg
www.smartmtg.net

SMART MORTGAGE
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e Country Club

ALL FIRETHORNE RESIDENTS

AND MEMBERS ARE INVITED
Charlotte Born. Charlotte Bred. °
[
[
. You see us at Sip and Stroll. You see us in your o
Oq neighborhood. We are a full-service boutique o
: . agency and we're your neighbors. o

The 704 Nanny Agency
provides high-touch childcare
placements for Charlotte’s
growing families. Because
your children deserve a

professional nanny vetted by
someone who truly knows
your community, your
schools, and your standards.

Secure your premier
school-year nanny now, and
step into the fall with
complete peace of mind.

Founded by Bobbi Jones
Experience the 704 Difference.

consultation today.

(704) 628-1416

www.the704nannyagency.com TR RS ANY VY
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Join us for an evening dedicated to
wellness, connection and community
at our Stroll Into Wellness event on

Thursday, September 3, from 6 until 8 p.m.

in the Stephenson Room at Ballantyne
Country Club. All are welcome!

his special evening will bring together local wellness

companies and professionals for a relaxed, engaging
experience focused on all things health, beauty, lifestyle and
well-being. Guests will have the opportunity to meet local
experts, learn about wellness-focused services, discover new

resources and connect with neighbors and business owners in a

welcoming setting.

The evening will include music, networking, light
refreshments, raffles, door prizes and a cash bar, creating the
perfect atmosphere to mingle, unwind and explore ways to feel
your best from the inside out.

Whether you are interested in fitness, nutrition, self-care,

aesthetics, mental wellness and healthy living, or simply want

to enjoy a fun night out with the community, this event is
designed for you.

Come Stroll Into Wellness with us and celebrate the people and

businesses helping our community live well.

EVENT DETAILS

Date: Thursday, September 3

Time: 6-8 p.m.

Location: Ballantyne Country Club,
Stephenson Room

Featuring: Local wellness companies, music,

networking, light refreshments, raffles, door prizes and a cash bar

Ready to transform your outdoor space? Our professional
lighting installation adds warmth, style, and eye-catching
vibrancy to your home. Whether you're looking to
highlight your landscaping or create the perfect evening
atmosphere, we deliver results that stand out.

Contact us today and let's bring

your outdoor vision to life.
DIFFEERENT  FREE ESTIMATES AVAILABLE

kutdifferentlandscaping.com

Give us a call today at 803-230-5318 or email us at
lamar@kutdifferentlandscaping.com

Elevate your game with Kingdom Life
Skills Academy basketball training.

At Kingdom Life Skills Academy, we develop more
than athletes — we develop the whole person:

mind, body, and spirit.

Led by pro-veteran Coach Rashad McGee, KLS Academy
develops the whole person—mind, body, and spirit. We
combine 25+ years of elite experience with intentional

- mentorship to build the confidence, leadership, and
discipline your child needs to win on the court and in life.

kingdomlifeskillsacademy.godaddysites.com/
rashadmcgeeckingdomlifeskillsacademy.org u

L.M SHYNE

CURATING EXCELLENCE

BUT TER BABY

Holistie In-home Pedicure
& Foot Wellness Treatments

Experiance a personified,in-home foot treatment
that blends beauty with therapeutic care. Using
exclusive Butter Baby foot soaks, scrubs, and
acupressure techniques to help:

Detox and boost circulation

@ Soften skin and remove dead cell

® b neuropathy, endemia, and foot
discomfort

Relax and rejuvenate in the comfort of your home.
Call, text, or direct message on Insragram today to
book your appointmeni.
Free Consultations Avaflable

Call or Text Lisa: 980-256-1556
Instagram: &ButterBalySoap
Serving Bullantyne, South
Charlotte & surrounding arg

"
v | :
Ry ' u -
M{U\ AL JLLAL 3
o P, =S Productions

:’;‘h‘l‘&.{ 11“1-[1. Cinema « Design *ff
— Rovallilac.com -

= Bo0 0 4 A88

Preserving life’s most meaningful moments and
elevating brands through refined visual storytelling.

PHOTO
CINEMA

DESIGN

Dasia@RoyalLilac.com
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MEET YOUR NEIGHBORS

" _Family at Kiawah
“#.ingJune 2026

hen Angela and Ron Barthel relocated from Sandy
‘ / ~ ; Hook, CT, to the Charlotte area in 2016, they
were looking for great schools and a welcoming
community to raise their family. They found both in Firethorne.

After a short stay in Waverly while house hunting, the
Barthels purchased their home on Baltusrol Lane in May 2017
and have spent the past nine years building friendships and
making memories that have made Firethorne feel like home.
“We feel truly blessed to have such a great neighborhood for our
children to grow up in,” they say.

Ron, who grew up in Woodbridge, CT, and Angela, who grew
up between southern Michigan and the Miami, FL area, first
met in 1999 while they were college students in New York City.
Their chance meeting took place over dinner at the iconic Italian
restaurant La Mela in Little Italy, and the rest is history.

Both earned undergraduate degrees from Fordham University.
Angela later completed graduate studies at Fairfield University, and
Ron earned his graduate degree from New York University. Today,
Ron serves as chief of staff for cybersecurity at TIAA, while Angela
is a registered nurse whose career has included ICU, emergency
and trauma care as well as virtual healthcare.

Their three sons keep the family busy year-round. Rhys, 15,
will begin his freshman year at Marvin Ridge High School this
fall. A competitive swimmer with SwimMAC, he first discovered
his love of the sport on Firethorne’s summer swim team before
joining SWimMAC in 2021. He’s also part of the Mandarin
language immersion program and enjoys fishing, beach trips and
spending time with friends.

10 August 2026

Ron and Angela
inPalm Beach

Sebastian, 13, is entering eighth grade at Marvin Ridge
Middle School, where he competes in cross country and track.
He enjoys middle-distance running, golf, math and puzzles and
has also been part of the Mandarin immersion program since
kindergarten.

The youngest, Nico, 6, recently completed kindergarten at Rea
View Elementary, where he is enrolled in the Spanish language
immersion program. Whether he’s swimming, golfing, playing
tennis or talking about his favorite birds, Nico approaches
everything with enthusiasm. His parents say he’s especially
fascinated by birds and numbers.

The family’s household also includes two unique pets: Nala, a
snow lynx Bengal cat, and Sasha, a pet tarantula.

66 THE MANY FRIENDS
WE HAVE MET LIVING IN
THE CHARLOTTE AREA
HAVE BECOME FAMILY
TO US, AND WE ENJOY
SPENDING TIME WITH
THEM ANY CHANCE WE GET,
ESPECIALLY ON HOLIDAYS.”

—THE BARTHELS

Outside of work, Ron
enjoys spending time in
the yard, while Angela
loves playing mahjong and
gathering with friends.
Entertaining has become a
favorite pastime, especially
since many of the friends
they’ve made in Charlotte are
fellow transplants who have
become like extended family.

Angela is passionate
about encouraging others
to prioritize their health.
After being diagnosed with
breast cancer through a
routine mammogram in
2025, she is now cancer-free
and dedicated to raising awareness of the importance of annual
screenings and preventive care within her community.

That sense of community is also reflected in the Barthels’
holiday traditions. Christmas, Halloween, St. Patrick’s Day and
other celebrations are often spent together with neighbors and
close friends, creating traditions their children have grown
up cherishing.

Travel is another family passion. This year has included trips
to the Bahamas, Kiawah Island, Amelia Island, Florida’s scenic
30A and other favorite beach destinations throughout
the Southeast.

When they’re not traveling, you'll often find the Barthels
enjoying concerts, sporting events, local restaurants or spending
time at the Country Club of the Carolinas. They appreciate being
just a short drive from both Charlotte and downtown Waxhaw
while still enjoying the beauty, outdoor lifestyle and strong sense
of community that first drew them to Firethorne.

And if you ask Ron about his favorite recent discovery? He’ll
happily tell you the new Costco is exactly six minutes from his
front door.

To recommend a family, please email Delia at ballantyne@strollmag.com.
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BEST PARTIES ON THE PLANET

100%
PRIVATE PARTIES

FIELD TRIPS
PLAYDATES

OPEN BOUNCE
Climb, Run, Bounce & Play in Two Huge Arenas Filled with:

18-Foot-Tall Inflatable Slides | Obstacle Courses | Bounce Houses
Coin Operated Games | Dedicated Toddler Areas

Visit us at bounceu.com/matthews-nc | 980.321.7881

When you reserve with us, Book your next party or playdate
you and your crew are the . with BounceU Charlotte-Matthews &

ONLY guests in the arenas! let us take care of all the details!

STROLL Firethorne 11



GRADUATE NEWS

Built on integrity.
Backed by knowledge.
Proven by quality.

Calling All 2026
High School Grads!

We want to spotlight Firethorne seniors!

Celebrate your high school graduate and share their story with
the community! We're proud to spotlight the incredible Class
of 2026 and would love to include your senior in an upcoming
issue. Simply scan the QR code to submit your
student’s information and photos.

Please share this with other seniors and
senior parents so no one is left out.

Don’t miss the chance to recognize your
graduate—submit today!

CALL US TODAY
704-626-7777
JoshuaTreeExperts.com/Charlotte-NC

Tree Pruning * Soil Health & Fertilization
O:_galo Insect & Disease Control * Tree Removal & Stump Grinding
AN T
it

'*_:;?.-'.1 ISA Certified Arborist #S0-10237A
i A0 Fully Insured

7 Transamerica" THE #1

~ FRANCHISE
Helping Local
Businesses Win.

© STROLL.

Gabby Starr
Transamerica
Agency Network

Specialist, Long-Term
Care Specialist, Voluntary
Employee Benefits

AESTHETIC S +#/'L A'S'E'R - l i 7 g ‘ Licensed Life Insurance

Essential Aesthetics and Laser is where the world of
beauty meets advanced medical technology. Our modern
and upscale med spa has helped individuals achieve their

aesthetic and wellness goals for over 12 years.

We have hosted celebrities such as Kim Kardashian and
Kanye West and have been selected as The Face of
Aesthetics for 9 consecutive years in Charlotte Magazine.

Contact Me!

Entrepreneur magazine
ranked Stroll the #1
Franchise in Ad
Services on the 2026
Franchise 500 list.

Call us today at (704) 625-6567 or visit our website at
www.ealasercenter.com to schedule a complimentary
consultation with owner, Lori Alessandrini.

Mention the code #stroll to receive
20% off your first treatment.

12 August 2026

704-661-9996

3545 Whitehall Park Drive, Ste. 175
Charlotte, NC 28273

Reach out to the
publisher of this
magazine to learn
more about
advertising in Stroll.
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PARTNER SPOTLIGHT

BREAKFAST = LUNCH + CATERIHC
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START YOUR DAY WITH

EINSTEIN BROS

esidents in Ballantyne and South

End neighborhoods have a distinct
advantage over other Charlotteans.
They live close enough to an Einstein
Bros Bagels that they can start their
mornings with a warm, chewy bagel
and decadent shmear and wash it down
with a delicious, piping hot (you’ve been
warned!) cup of coffee. If only every day
could start that way!

14 August 2026

BY CONTENT ASSISTANT ANDREA POWELL

While the South Boulevard location
originally opened more than 20 years
ago, Franchisee owner Phillip Rice
(and his business partner) purchased it
in 2011, shortly after he moved to the
Queen City. The Ballantyne store (his first
build) at 13736 Conlan Circle followed
soon thereafter. With the success of
Einstein’s, he continued to expand his
map; he currently owns and operates 36

BAGELS

Einstein Bros Bagels and Moe’s Southwest
franchises across the country.

Phillip may like burritos, but breakfast
food is his first love. “I'm a morning person.
T've always been an early riser, and I got
my start washing dishes at a Tim Horton’s,”
he explains. Born and raised in Columbus,
OH, he went to Ohio State University before
eventually moving to Charlotte to purchase
Einstein Bros Bagels on South Boulevard.

In case you've been living under
a rock and are not familiar, Einstein’s
bagels are delicate, chewy and delicious.
They offer traditional flavors but also play
around with seasonal offerings: apple
cinnamon, cheddar jalapefio, cheesy
hashbrown, country sausage, maple
French toast and spinach Florentine, to
name a few. Shmear flavors include both
familiar (plain, garden veggie, onion
and chive) and non-traditional (honey
almond, country pepper, jalapefio salsa
and strawberry). If you're in the mood for
a sandwich, Einstein’s offers endless classic
combinations of eggs, various
cheeses and breakfast meats
but you can find both healthy
and indulgent “signature”
sandwiches on the menu. A few
standouts: try the Maplehouse
Egg Sandwich which features
cage-free eggs with pork sausage,
bacon, cheddar cheese, honey
almond cream cheese shmear
and syrup on a fresh-baked
maple French toast bagel. Or
order the Chorizo Sunrise Egg
Sandwich with cage-free eggs,
chorizo sausage, cheddar cheese, smashed
avocado and jalapefio salsa cream cheese
shmear on a fresh-baked green chile bagel.

Looking for something a bit lighter?
You might like the Santa Fe Egg White
Sandwich — cage-free egg whites with
turkey sausage, cheddar cheese, salsa and
jalapefio salsa cream cheese shmear on a
fresh-baked asiago bagel thin. Einstein’s
coffee (drip, lattes, mochas and more) is
fresh and stays hot until the last drop.
But don’t think that breakfast is your
only option. They have cold cuts, cheeses,
veggies and lox to load onto bagels in
winning combinations as well.

Everything is completely fresh: the
bagels are baked in-house after being
proofed and steamed and they get
multiple deliveries of ingredients per
week. “We have no preservatives in our
bagels. And though a bagel might have
more carbs, it'’s way healthier than fast
food!” Phillip declares.

Phillip has managed to build a
community with his two Einstein Bros
Bagels locations. He has regular customers,
but he also has at least a dozen employees
who’ve been with him for the 14 years
he’s lived in Charlotte. He recognizes that

working the “morning shift” has its perks.
“It’s an early start but you get to finish
early because we close at 2pm. My team
can make sure they have dinner with
their family every night,” he says. Phillip
extends that family approach by generously
supporting the city that has given so much
to him. “We give churches and other non-
profits a lot of discounts and donations. We
try to be out and about in the community as
much as possible, especially when people
reach out and ask for help,” he says.

The years following Covid have seen
a rise in both drive-through orders and
catering. “Giving customers an option to
stay in their cars has become extremely
Important for business,” he acknowledges.
And catering now generates around a
quarter of his business. “Ordering is so easy
through ebcatering.com. We can deliver
because we have dedicated drivers. And
you can have your order as early as 6 am.!”

With bagels at his fingertips at all
hours of the morning and afternoon,
you’re probably wondering if Phillip
could possibly be sick of them yet.
“Not a chance,” he laughs. “Lox on an
everything bagel. I probably eat one five
days a week.”

INVITEUS TO YOUR NEXT
PARTY OR GATHERING
Breakfast & Lunch Delivery
Pre-order for Pickup

Dine In or Drive Thru in Ballantyne
13736 Conlan Circle, Charlotte
704-840-1566

Download the
Einstein Bros

Bagel app to order
and pay. Then

just walk into

the Ballantyne
location and pick up
your food. They also
work with third party delivery services
like Postmates, Doordash and Uber Eats.
For more information and to see the full
menu, visit einsteinbros.com.

This publication is made possible because of
our Firethorne sponsors. When searching for
vendors for your home or business, please
consider working with these invaluable
neighborhood and area establishments.

To have your business featured in an upcoming issue,
please email Ashley Grimm at ashley.grimm@n2co.com.
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PRECIOUS PET

Jacob sleeps with Mom but he usually starts panting in the We wo uld
middle of the night because he is always hot; if he wakes Mom,
she puts him in the bathroom on the cold hardwoods to cool love to Create
down. He also has his bed between the toilet and the tub. Dad
sleeps through every kind of snorting and snoring. a Sweets

Our Jake eats people food — chicken and veggies twice a day. E xp e rle nc e

Other additions include scrambled egg and sweet potato. Human .
grade treats (meaning you or I can eat them), are his go-to snack J ustfar yo u!
of choice. Jake prefers duck, chicken or meat flavor.

My mom’s work friend adopted an Australian shepherd
named Austin. He’s Jake’s best friend. When we are in the SUV

and we ask Jacob if he wants to go see Austin, he will practically SW & { Z'\
scratch the door off to get to Austin. Jacob is that excited. ) ® C 7 INAY
I'd say Jacob is not spoiled but just the right amount of TD E I- l G H T S ' 4 ‘

“doted-on.” Ilearned that saying from my Pop, on my dad’s side.
And Jake gives all that love back because he loves to cuddle. We

watch movies and read books, and he sleeps on the sofa, stuck to Weddi Anniversari
eddings, Anniversaries,

me like Velcro. . i .
B . Birthdays, & other Celebrations
a Favorite things: The little guy loves the beach and the . ¥Ss e
* . ) o *serving Charlotte and surrounding areas,
y ..-r.. waves. We €Nnjoy our nature walks and bike I'ldlng thrOUgh the including some areas of northern South Carolina

A
=

neighborhood, the wind buzzing back his fur as he views the
world, a bright green blur, from his specially designed Nantucket
basket seat.

Jacob the pug has been to the Met and ridden the subway in
NYC. He’s traveled to Universal Studios in Florida and visited the
islands courtesy of the Polynesian Resort at Disney, so you could
say he’s worldly.

In fact, Jacob’s my soulmate, and my brother and my parents
(the Farrow clan) feel this same way about him too. Once you
have a pug in the family, no other breed can compare. Hey, so
now that you know how awesome they are, don’t you want a
pug too?

Yes we deliver!

v

A boy and his dog

Tasha C. Boone, Owner & Operating Manager

sweetandelegantdelights.com ¢ (980) 416-9808

BY CONTRIBUTING WRITERS
DAVID FARROW AND
ELISABETH FARROW

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA
@) @sweetandelegantdelights (O) @sweetandelegantdelights

i 7 ]
P isker Ylatchers
Your pets favorite Unc and Auntie

Offering premium pet care and flexible booking in the
greater Charlotte area

To have your pet featured, please email Delia at ballantyne@strollmag.com.

» Boarding - Overnight stays - House sitting
Check ins - Day care - Dog walking

has tons of folds around his neck and down his back. He’s
tan and people who know pugs call his coloring buff, with
black shading on his face to show off the wrinkles. (Although he’s

Y ou know about pugs, right? Smushie-face dogs and ours

Friendy, professional, not old; he’s only 8.)
and reliable, Our pug’s name is Jacob. He’s named after the werewolf
Your family is ours. Jake in Twilight, the popular YA novels and blockbuster movies.
. We specialize in making His pug mom (my mom) knows all the movies by heart, and the
"~ connections tailored to family had an Edward, another pug, before Jake. Jacob the pug,

like his namesake, is all male. The family even has plans to adopt
a Bella pug soon, and if Jacob and Bella want to have puppies,
the more the merrier, the pug’s human mom says. You can never
: have too many pugs. A gaggle of pugs flapping around the yard,
care in exchange for turning pug circles when a happy pug tucks his tail and runs in
your peace of mind! tight rotations, is the goal.

Ilove pugs and so does my family. When our Edward crossed
the Rainbow Bridge, Mom was super sad. She scoured the breeder
sites. When she found one in South Carolina with puppies on the
way, we visited. Jakey had just been born but he was too young

each animal’s specific
needs.

We provide passionate TRANE COMFORT

SPECIALIST DEALERS

Residential Heating and Cooling
Commercial Heating and Cooling
Water Heaters - Gas Piping - Air Purifiers

Contact Ws Today!

Call/text for your complimentary

meet and gI'EEt! 270.925.2838 to come home with us. He had one brother and one sister who 803-285-2665
Licensed, insured, and experienced in administering medication, were both promised to other families, although my brother Miller www.hubbardcoolin g.com
5 = wanted the girl pug (the breeder had named her Bubbles) instead.
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COMMUNITY NEWS

VETERANS
SPOTLIGHT

As America celebrates its 250th
anniversary this year, we’d love to honor
the Veterans in our neighborhood.

Whether you served in wartime or
peacetime, at home or abroad, we invite you
to share your story, military photos (past
or present) and memories of your service.
Help us recognize the men and women who
' ' ' have served our country and inspire future
generations through their stories.

Email Delia at ballantyne@strollmag.com!
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Design Center: 16615 Riverstone Way, Charlotte, NC 28277 | Slab Warehouse: 4306 Rozzelles Ferry Rd, Charlotte, NC 28216
980.417.9119 704-394-1221 universalstonenc.com
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—— Rise Above the Stanolard

Phoechnix |
Denta

(704) 733 9174

10949 Old Ardrey
kell Road,
Suite 202. Charlotte.
NC 28277




IN A WORLD INCREASINGLY SHAPED
by division and rapid change, one
nonprofit is proving that education can
be a powerful force for connection. La
Paz Global, founded in 2007, supports
learning communities that value and
promote our shared humanity.

The organization grew from a
grassroots effort to help US donors
support the scholarship program at
La Paz Community School, a hilingual
K-12 International Baccalaureate school
in Guanacaste, Costa Rica. Today, La
Paz Global pursues two core priorities:
providing scholarships for students from
underserved communities and promoting
the school’s human-centered educational
practices for replication across the world.

The scholarship program’s results
speak for themselves; among 96 current
recipients and 36 graduates, 100% have
earned their diplomas and gone on to
universities, professional careers and lives
of impact. One of those students is Yaritza
Villegas. Growing up in rural Guanacaste
with limited access to higher education,
Yaritza’s trajectory changed when she
entered La Paz on scholarship. She went
on to earn degrees from Marymount
Manhattan College and a master’s from
Columbia University’s Teachers College,
later serving as Director of Advancement
for La Paz Global itself. Today, she has
returned to her hometown to help run her
family’s construction company, driving
economic growth in the very community
that shaped her. Her story embodies La Paz
Global’s core belief: that expanding access to
human-centered education creates a ripple
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MAKING A DIFFERENCE

Students and teachers gather in
the school’s open-air “palenque”

effect, cultivating leadership, compassion
and cross-cultural understanding that
reaches far beyond the classroom.

That mission has found a vibrant
champion in Charlotte. After her family
spent the 2022-2023 school year in
Costa Rica — where her four children
attended La Paz Community School —
Charlotte resident and La Paz Global
board president Anna Anglemyer
returned home inspired to stay involved
with La Paz. She founded Let’s Rock, a
Charlotte-based fundraiser featuring an
evening when she and her husband Brad
open their home to friends, neighbors
and community leaders for music
and connection. The entertainment
comes courtesy of The Boat Dogs, the
Anglemyers’ twin sons’ band, performing

alongside their Charlotte Latin classmates.

Local businesses contribute through

Building Bridges
Through
Education

La Paz Global’s mission to
connect and inspire

BY LINDSAY LOSASSO, MANAGING
DIRECTOR, LA PAZ GLOBAL

Abel Mcclenrkn, !)-founder and General Director
of La Paz Community School, shares how La Paz
Global is expanding access to human-centered
education during the Let’s Rock fundraiser:

in-kind donations, and an online auction
features Costa Rican vacation packages.
This year, the event raised more than
$22,000 for La Paz Global, a remarkable
reflection of what community-driven
philanthropy can accomplish.

At its heart, Let’s Rock represents
something larger: two communities —
Charlotte, NC and coastal Guanacaste, Costa
Rica — united by a shared commitment to
education and human connection.

To learn more, sign up for
the newsletter or support
the endowment fund, visit
lapazglobal.org or email
donations@lapazglobal.org.
Follow along on Instagram
at @lapaz_global.

To share a photo or article idea, please email Delia
at ballantyne@strollmag.com.

Skilled problem solvers.
Diverse practice areas.

Cwur firm provides legal counsel across a range of practice areas, helping
businesses and individuals complete projects, overcome problems and plan for
the future. Our practice areas include business and corporate law, commercial
and residential real estate, estate planning and probate law, divorce and child
custody, personal injury and more.

MORTONG'GETTYS

ATTORMNMEYS AT LAY

in B f I O

MORTOM & GETTYS, LLC |

contact 803-366-3388
mortongettys.com

ATTORMEYS

JD Bailey Heath Myers

Dan Ballou Joe'Terrious MNeal
Bev Carroll Elizabeth Owen

Melissa Cassell Michael Smith
John Gettys Mary Stamato
Richards McCrae Josh Vann

LeAnne Morse Trent Womble

Jim Marton Ashley Worrell

113 E. MAIN STREET, SUITE 201 | ROCK HILL, 5C

Success
Is Just the
Beginning!
The next stage of
growth requires a
different strategy.

At L2L Marketing we help leaders
strengthen their brand, elevate
their influence, and position their
businesses for what's next.

Kitchen and Bathroom Remodeling
Appliance Repair & Installation
Electrical Fixture Installations

Handyman Services - Painting Services

Drywall Repair & Installation

is too Small, We Do it Allg
Handyman Servicestyz>

Est, 2007 Cabinet Repair Services - Floor Installation
e nojobistoosmall2@gmail.com
Infof L marke _ . - www.handymdhandymanservices.com 1
Contact Us Today!
L2
e e s e 10% Off On Labor to BCC Members | 15% Off On Labor for Seniors

*cannot be combined
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ATHLETE OF THE MONTH/YOUNG ACHIEVER

TRAIN LIKE
AN ATHLETE

Training for Youth and Adults. Modeled after
Division 1 S5trength & Condltlonlng principles,

ensuring elite-level training methodologies.

m BT CHARLOTTE HWY, STE 104
INCHAN LAND, SC 29707
a03-599- 2798

G DM DA NN DA TIRAI RN G SO

D1 INDIANLAND

Contact us today!

()5 DHNDIAMLAND
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SHINE
N1 ‘ |
ON YOUNG
ACHIEVERS!

Do you know a young neighbor who
deserves to be celebrated? Whether it’s
sports, the arts, academics or giving back
through community service, we want to
hear about it!

Our Athlete of the Month/Young Achiever section is dedicated
to highlighting the incredible talents and accomplishments
of local kids and teens.

This is your chance to showcase their hard work, inspire
others and give them the recognition they deserve. Submit
your nominations, story ideas or even a quick note about
your child’s achievements—we’ll take it from there!

Share your ideas with us today and help us feature
standout kids and teens in our community.

Please email Delia at ballantyne@strollmag.com with ideas!

ALDO'S

GENERAL CONTRACTOR
LICENSED & INSURED
NC & SC

&
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NEW CONSTRUCTION & RENOVATION:

LAYOUT MODIFICATIONS

SMARTER SPACE FLOW

ADDITIONS
EXPAND WITH STYLE

KITCHENS
MODERN & FUNCTIONAL

BATHROOMS
RELAX IN STYLE

OUTDOOR LIVING
ENJOY OUTDOORS DAILY

OFFICES
WORKSPACES THAT INSPIRE

MEDICAL SPAS
COMFORT MEETS CARE

RESTAURANTS
ATMOSPHERE & EFFICIENCY

..i

e

(704) 325-0749
www.AldosRC.com

:
3
:

WE’RE MORE THAN A
GENERAL CONTRACTOR

Our Charlotte Custom Cabinet Shop
builds from scratch; our team, our
tools, our shop, all for you!

“TRANSFORMING HOUSES INTO HOMES”
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COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS
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MONTHLY
MEETUP

These intimate monthly
mixers bring together local
business owners who are
creating meaningful change
in our community, and we’d
love for you to be part of it.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF RONDASIA LAMARIA,
ROYAL LILAC PRODUCTIONS

AC BALLANTYNE HOTEL LOBBY BAR
Date: 3rd Wednesday of each month
Time: 5:00-6:30 p.m.

Location: 14819 Ballantyne Village Way,
Charlotte, NC 28277

There will be drinks [E] XS =]
available to purchase 5,.':;_ i‘;‘.;-b
at the bar, a cozy ':'." Ty
environment and a o
chance to network. We

hope to see you all there!
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Building relationships,
one cup at a time

ach month, Stroll joins Coffee with a

Cop, and we’d love for more of our

residents and community partners
to come along. These gatherings offer a
simple yet meaningful way to connect—
sharing a cup of coffee while building trust
and understanding between Charlotte-
Mecklenburg Police Department (CMPD)
officers and the neighbors they serve.

Coffee with a Cop creates space for
open dialogue in a relaxed setting, where
residents can ask questions, voice concerns
and get to know the officers who help keep
our community safe. Events aren’t on a
fixed schedule, but updates are regularly
shared via Stroll, CMPD Facebook page, the
City of Charlotte website and the official
Coffee with a Cop page.
Together, we’re building stronger

communities—one cup at a time.

To share your photos, please email Delia at
ballantyne@strolimag.com.
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Location: Ballantyne Summit Coffee
13743 Conlan Circle, Suite 101

Upcoming Dates:
Friday, August 14
Friday, September 11
Friday, October 9

é PRP WINE

INTERNATIONAL

Exclusive Wines From
Around The World

We deliver an experience that

brings the world of fine wine to your
doorstep for you, your friends, and
your family to enjoy.

Mention Branch Manager
Sarah & STROLL to get
exclusive offers on private
in home wine tastings.

PRP WINE CHARLOTTE

1624 Cross Beam Dr. Suite D
Charlotte, NC 28217
704-344-6499
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RESIDENT RECIPE

COMMITTED TO YOUR SAFETY,
IEVERYES TERIOESTHERAWAYA

OUR SERVICES INCLUDE:

ACENTS

o Armed/Unarmed Security e Consulting Services

o Corporate Event Security e Construction Site Services
e Guard and Patrol o Personal Protection Services
o Fire Watch Services e Worship Security Services
e Personal Protection Services e Cameras and Monitoring

e Disaster Relief Services

Contact Us at
980-333-4EPA

CONTACTUS  execprotectionagents.com

28
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Do you have a treasured family recipe that’s always on the table
for Thanksgiving, Hanukkah, Christmas or another holiday
celebration? We’d love to feature your favorite dishes and the
stories behind them. Send us your recipe, a photo and what
makes it a holiday tradition in your home!

To share your recipe, please email Delia at ballantyne@strollmag.com.

THE FIREHTHORNE FEED

THIS IS YOUR MAGA

A call for
community &
connection.

WE LOVE YOUR IDEAS!
Recommend a neighbor, pet, nonprofit,
student, Veteran or other story for Stroll
Firethorne. We also welcome your favorite
neighborhood photos—family gatherings,
celebrations, travel adventures, sports, holidays
and everyday moments.

Email: ballantyne@strollmag.com

NEW TO THE NEIGHBORHOOD?

Welcome! We’d love to get to know you.

Email ballantyne@strollmag.com to be added to our invitation list
and receive calls for content, events and magazine updates.

STAY PLUGGED IN

Follow us on Instagram and Facebook:

@StrollFirethorne

Use #StrollFirethorne when you post for a chance to be featured
in an upcoming issue.

FARM-T0-BAGEL

BREAKFAST

Invite Us To Your Next Party or Gathering :E-.—'_ef'_' BaEs
Breakfast & Lunch Delivery | Pre-order for Pickup

STUDENT OPPORTUNITIES

We’re looking for Resident Reporters! High school students can
build their resumes by writing stories and taking photos for Stroll
Firethorne. Email us to learn more.

FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION
Ashley Grimm, Publisher
407-435-8611
ashley.grimm@n2pub.com

SHARE YOUR PHOTOS

Email: ballantyne@strollmag.com

WHAT WE’D LOVE TO SEE

¢ Summer Camps and
Vacations — Share photos of
your favorite summer memories.

» Late Summer/Fall Sports — Whatever sport
you enjoy this time of year, we invite you to

share your best action shots with us.
Back to School —Whether you are heading to
graduate school or preschool, we’d like to see how

you are preparing for the new school year.

e Labor Day — A great weekend to get out of town one last
time before the routine of another school year sets in. Show
us how you made the most of this work-free weekend.

Milestone Celebrations — Do you or a loved

one have a milestone birthday or anniversary

coming up? Send us a memorable photo!

¢ Weddings — We’d love to share photos from summer
weddings in our community. Share the love by

sending your special wedding day pictures to us!

Become a

Shmear Society

Rewards member to
unlock your UNLIMITED
FREE COFFEE reward
for next month.

Dine In or Drive Thru Right Here in Ballantyne! 13736 Conlan Circle Charlotte, NC 704.840.1566
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PINEVILLE
RUG GALLERY

~EST. 1986~

For Your Private Appointment
Please Call

310 Main Sire

www. PinevilleRy : sallery.com '0 U S H A

-

Need Reliable

[ ]
and Professional 5 ==
° B Mooy - &

House Cleaning? '@ %

(workers compensation and general liability)

Trained, uniformed and professional staff

MOLLY MAID Extremely reliable with flexibility to change schedules

» Done right promise, we back our work

Back ground checks and properly insured
I I Professional equipment and supplies are provided
* No contracts

a heighborly company

Step into our luxurious salon and escape nto
a world g‘ velaxation and mdw{qmce

Vhat do you get from Ombre’ Nail Baﬂam&lne
7. The best services in the luxury spa.

2. One time used buffer and file.

3. Liner protection for all kinds of pedicures.

4. Never recycled paraffin wax.

5. Beautiful interior design. 3
6. Sanitized, clean, and professional services. OMBRE NAIL
. Reasonable prices. T
. 7 days guarantee for nails and shellac services. BALLANTYNE

L 980-299-0045 9 15033 Ballancroft Parkway, Charlotte, NC 28277

® Ombrenailballantyne.com © Ombremailballantyne.nc
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Inspired interiors for the way you live.

DESIGN STUDIO

—

BETTER DESIGN
BETTER LIVING

ESDesignStudio.com
EliteStagingDesign.com



A PRODUCT OF

THE N2 COMPANY

9151 Currency St.
Irving, TX 75063

A Publication for the
Residents of Firethorne

ELEVATE YOUR EVENT TO NEW HEIGHTS AT AC HOTEL'S ROOFTOP BALLROOM

HOTELS

CHARLOTTE

BALLANTYNE

MAKE YOUR EVENT EXTRAORDINARY AT
THE MOST SCENIC VENUE IN BALLANTYNE

¢ Unbeatable Views: Soak in the sweeping 180° views of
the Charlotte skyline, day or night

¢ Exclusive & Elegant: Well appointed event spaces
perfect for weddings, corporate events, social events

e Customizable: Tailor your event to your unique vision
with our expert Sales & Catering Team at your side

AC HOTEL CHARLOTTE BALLANTYNE

Situated within Ballantyne Village, guests enjoy dining, shopping, and
activities. Relax in our guestrooms with free WIFI & parking, smart TVs,
sleek furniture and premier bedding. Guest can de-stress in our state
of the art fitness center, recharge in the morning with our European
inspired breakfast, and unwind in our AC Lounge while enjoying tapas,
Spanish wines, hand crafted cocktails and local craft brews.

S, 704-752-0013 g CLTAE_Sales@concordhotels.com @ 14819 Ballantyne Village Way, Charlotte, NC 28277




